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".lie'h‘pl.aiﬁning a .
- four-day county"

be contests for people to
enter their best, exhibits
featuring the best; carnival
rides and games, things to -
do and see, food and first
class entertainment and |
offered at a great price.

The El Dorado County -
Fair, “Hooves to
Horsepower”, June 18-21,
has it all and more.

Part of the more is the
Main Stage appearance of
Ricky Nelson Remembered
at '8 p.m. on Saturday.

© Ricky Nelson
" Remembered

Nonéed to be a
“Travelin’ Man” or even go
to a “Garden Party” to
enjoy the smooth sounds of
the great Ricky Nelson, His
twin sons Gunnar and
Matthew Nelson will be
performing “Ricky Nelson
| Remembered” on the Main
| Stageat8 pm,

"The apples didn’t fall far

_from the tree when it comes
to talent in the Nelson fami-

ly. The twins come from a

long line of performers.

They are the heirs of an

American entertainment

dynasty.

. Their paternal grandpar—
ents Ozzie and Harriet .
Nelson started out in the
‘Big Band era with Ozzie as

. the leader and Harriet the
. band’s singer. They had a -
radio and then TV show

" By Michelle Flood
- Democrat staff writer

“fair there needs to
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“RICKY NELSON REMEMBERED" will be on the Main Stage at & p.m. on Saturday. Matthew, left, amﬁ
Gunnar Neison piay the music of their famous father Ricky Neissn.

called “The Adventures of
Ozzie and Harriet,” which
ran from 1944 to 1966.
Ricky and his brother
David grew up in-front of

- America on the show and -

Ricky was the first “teen

- 1do}” to promote his hit

records on a television
show. Between 1957-62
Ricky had 30 Top-40 hits

— surpassed only by Elvis
with 53 and Pat Boone with
38. In addition to being a
singer and musician Ricky -
was also an actor and. - R

appeared in both motion

" pictures and television.

The twins’ maternal

grandparents were football

legend and sportscaster Tom
Harmon and actress Elyse
Knox. Their mother, actress

and artist Kristin Harimon,
* is the sister of actor Mark
- Harmion — of the television

show “NCIS.” o
Gunnar.and Matthéw’s

siblings are also in the . .

ertertainment industry.

-, Their older sister Tracy
~Nelson is an actress .

.(”Faﬁher Dowling

- Mysteries”) and their broth- -

-er Sam started and per-
formed with the group H Is
Orange.

Gunnar said he and his
‘brother are excited about
coming to Placerville.

“We love the area. We
*-grew .up in Susanville —
-where we did a lot of fish-
cing — and have been to -

Placerville many times and
ate looking forward to the
fair,” he said.- _
 Matthew and Gunnar are

mugicians in their own right
— they became teen idols
with their band Nelson
when their “After the Rain”
album went triple-platinum

~in 1990,

With a history like this it -
might be easy to think the
Nelson twins had every-
thing handed to them just
because of who they are —-
but that’s not so. Fame may-
have its perks but it can
have a real downside, too.

The twins lived through
the very hurtful and public
divorce of their parents -
when they were 12 and 13
years cld and their father
died in a plane crash when
they were only 18. These
episodes are life changing
and affected them deeply.

When asked about grow-
ing up in such a talented
family Gunnar was quite

" candid.

* “I hate sounding trite but
it was all relative to us. [t
was Inspiring and great to
grow up in that kind of
atmosphere where to pursue
your dream (as an artist)
was always considered pos-'

" sible in a'legitimate way.,
“Not like some people who

get no support from their
families. But it also created
a very high standard for us.

My father 'was a very talent- ;
‘ed musician and my mother

is an accomplished artist in
her own right. She hag

beauntiful coffee table bogks
and cards of her art and she
has a painting that hangs in

e see NELSONS, page B-5

contmued from

- ‘my’ mother'Wmhe_ 3we_
- would do; anythmg other
P than mus:c’ 'Gunnar sa1d

pa
When explammg hi

_ ,.ment’tortalk abo"' it.

addiction. It’s like breath-

' fhiere: Lots of times (in m:

g ohife)y when thmgs were dark
-'-_'the musw kept me from
started’ playing the drums at
6 years old: i to]d my dad T _
to'.pl >~ worked hard and paid theu: ]
~'dues like any otheét striig-.
pee ghng mus;,ca] Uroup AS ;_ N
teens their life was preity -
- regular —iexcept for the..
fact that they played the
* clubs in-Los Angeles..

miusic Gunnar is passmnate
and needs no eficourage- .- -

-;would call it Cskilloran

| -img_ If'1 didn’t pl_ayr_what -

__.gomg tnder,” he said
Matthew and Gunner

““We cut-our (musmal)

teeth playmor the clubs..
-When we were 12 and 13

we were playing with -

groups like the Go- Go's. -

They even made a law for- -
us to allow us to.play in the -
~ clubs, like the Whiskey. The -
law made it poss1b1e for’

. -underage artists to play 1f ‘

we were escorted to the -

 stage and then escorted ‘out -

after the set,” Gunnar

“to school the next day,” he

: Weht to sehool and did

: -maybe tWo 10 1 three shows 4
' ‘We had to- ‘maké sure”
jest titne slot:"_ 8
56 we could getin and ‘out "
- and get’ Home by curfew or -

“else we'd get grounded

because we had to6 mike it
" said.

were 18 and it was a very

: 'difficl,llt timie It leftithe v 7
- family unprepared so we -

~decided to go-ahead'with'a .
musical careers— ‘and'we ;.

- struggled. We Were turned -

down by every record com-
pany and sleeping on . -

friends’ couches. And whe.ri .

- we were finally signed by .
Geffen Records we only
“had $32 left in the ba
Gunnar said.. - .

“This (music) is really’ my
calling. Songwriting has =
really been the North in the
compass of my life. The

how and when of my life’

MY father died When we o

- 'what and that 1s creativity..
- Thére were very difficult, -
“fimes in.my life’ and it Was .

N ..-More 't an musnc.

omitisic for Gunnar. He also
__expresses himself thmugh

" 'the visual arts and the mar-

“tial arts: He is 4 mixed

““You learn the riles to
break themn and then cre-

- music-and as a martiakarts

* mastef the more you do'it . .
the bétter you get — .and no:

matter-how good you are .
. you.can always get better
he said: -
. Fate and alot of hard
- work took over and the

‘had a great run from the
“ time Wwe were 18 to 23 and
-success came at age 21 and
- we did a world-wide. tour
he said. :
Nelson (the group) is very

+have _been-answered by the e :
: :Nelson Remembered” show.. .
“a.teal famzly Although
“been 25 years since
passing ... sometimes wl
: ‘T’th ' down one-of his tune
it " :cornes on'the radio’and '
_' -bere%%"-?jj‘;??;‘ fu?ﬁz?m ' get a lift because Istill b
" and allows us to be closer . him with me. In a way 1

_-to out father,”
- “It takes people back to all
- the innocence-and goodness

‘'of the times and it is great .

' '.j-'playmg this tribute:

Creat1v1ty {s hiot limited: to'_":'

‘media artist and ‘printmaker. .

excited about its “Ricky.

" They have been: perforimng .
st around the country and
_'the creat1v1ty that kept me:

get alotof satlsfacuon

“music. Tt connects every.

. gingle geneération and does
- ativity (emerges)in art- and

‘this with a'lot of fingsse.

'’ And Nelson is about con-

“pection. We get people ‘con-

nected — with our music ",

and with our positive emo-+
. tions. My father was really -
. that guy they saw on TV.

He was the coolest guy — .

" really sweet and very kind . -
group Nelson took off. “We

:.to people The. Nelsons'

said Gunnar. -

were a real family playir

" “feel selfish’ becanse midn)
have lost loved ‘ones: atid
.don’t have that. Our tour
-all aboiit sharing‘that fee

ing with' folks who  grév

" ap’awith our father and -
" introducing his music to
- thosethat didn’t,” sald

- - Gunnar.

- Fot the .schedule of evi
at the 2009 Bl Dorado .
County Fair log unto"

- eldoradocountyfairiorg.



